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A_VIEvi THROUGH ROSE-COLORED GLA $ 


AND NOW, COLLECTORS’ CORNER,..THE VOICE OF AMERICA 
SERIES OF PROGRAMS FOR LISTENERS WHO COLLECT THINGS -- 


WHETHER THEY BE STAMPS OR COINS, SNUFF BOTTLES OR OLD 
AUTOS, OR MERELY BALLS OF STRING. HERE IS--------- 
WITH THE STORY OF A BIT OF AMERICANA THAT HAS BEEN A 


COLLECTOR'S DELIGHT FOR NEARLY ONE HUNDRED YEARS. 


IT ALL BEGAN IN A BIG WAY IN CHICAGO...NOT AT THE 
CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO WHEN MORE 

THAN EIGHT HUNDRED DIFFERENT SOUVENIRS WERE ON DISPLAY... 
BUT AT THE COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION HELD SEVENTEEN YEARS LATER 
IN 1893. THAT LATER EXPOSITION INTRODUCED TWO NEW 
SOUVENIRS TO AMERICANS -- SILVER SPOONS WITH SPECIAL 
DECORATIONS, AND RUBY-STAINED GLASSWARE. THE GLASSWARE, 
AT LEAST, IS STILL AROUND, STILL GIVING COLLECTORS A 
THRILL RATHER LIKE LOOKING AT THE WORLD THROUGH ROSE- 


COLORED GLASSES, 


NO ONE SEEMS CERTAIN JUST WHEN PEOPLE FIRST STARTED USING 
STAIN TO COLOR GLASS. IT DECORATED THE WINDOWS OF EUROPEAN 
CATHEDRALS FOR CENTURIES BEFORE IT FIRST BEGAN TO APPEAR 

IN THIS COUNTRY AS RUBY-STAINED TABLE=WARE. AMBER=STAIN 
WAS ALSO USED BY SOME GLASS-MAKERS, BUT IT WAS NEVER AS 
POPULAR AS THE RUBY COLOR. THE PAINT STAIN WAS BRUSHED 

ON THE COLD GLASSWARE, WHICH WAS THEN WEATED TO MAKE THE 
COLOR SEMI-PERMANENT. THAT KINO OF WORK BECAME POPULAR 

IN AMERICA IN THE GAY NINETIES, JUST BEFORE THE TURN 
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NARR: OF THE CENTURY. THE COLORED WATER OR WINE-GLASSES, 
CCONT 'D) 
PITCHERS, TOOTH-PICK HOLDERS AND SALT-AND-PEPPER SHAKERS 
WERE OFTEN PERSONALIZED WHEN SOLD. THE NAME OF THE 
INTENDED USER OF THE GLASSWARE WOULD BE ETCHED ON WITH 
ACID, OR SCRATCHED ON WITH AN ENGRAVING TOOL. A DATE 
WAS FREQUENTLY ADDED...EITHER THE TIME OF THE SALE, 
THE USER'S BRITHDATE OR SOME IMPORTANT DATE IN HISTORY 
LIKE THAT OF THE BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG THAT SIGNALED 


THE END OF AMERICA'S CIVIL WAR. 


MUCH OF THE RUBY-STAINED GLASSWARE WAS PRODUCED BY BIG 
COMPANIES IN THE PITTSBURGH,PENNSYLVANIA AREA. BUT 
FEW OF THE COMPANIES DECORATED THEIR OWN GLASS. 
DECORATING COMPANIES THE?! BOUGHT THE GLASS, ADDED THE 
STAIN, AND SOLD THE RESULT AS THEIR OWN PRODUCT. 

THE GLASSES HAVE BEEN FAVORITES OF COLLECTORS EVERY 
SINCE THAT BIG EXPOSITION INTRODUCED THEM IN CHICAGO. 
PLACED ON A SHELF SO IT WILL CATCH THE SUNLIGHT, A BIT 
OF RUBY-STAINED GLASSWARE IS GUARANTEED TO BRING 


A ROSY GLOW TO A ROOM AND ALL THOSE IN IT. 


THE STAINING TECHNIQUE FOR GLASSWARE IS CONFUSED BY SOME 
COLLECTORS WITH ANOTHER TECHNIQUE CALLED "FLASHING." IN 
STAINING, THE COLOR IS APPLIED TO COLD GLASS ANO THEN 
HEATED. ONLY PART OF THE GLASS IS COVERED. IN FLASHING, 
TWO LAYERS OF GLASS ARE FUSED TOGETHER...ONE PLAIN AND 
ONE COLORED. FLASHING MUST BE DONE WHEN THE GLASS IS 
MADE...AND PRODUCES A MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF COLOR WITH A 
MINIMUM OF COLORED GLASS. STAINING IS DONE BY THE 


DECORATOR, IS USUALLY MUCH MORE INDIVIDUAL AND THEREFORE 


NARR: 
CCONT'D) 


ANNCR: 
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MORE DESIRED BY COLLECTORS OF THIS FORM OF EARLY 


AMERICANA. 


THIS HAS COLLECTORS’ CORNER ... NOTES ON THE WORLD OF 


COLLECTORS WHO BUY AND SELL AND, ABOVE ALL, CHERISH THINGS 
FROM STAMPS TO STRING TO RUBY-STAINED WATER TUMBLERS. 
NEXT WEEK CAT THIS TIME) ANOTHER LOOK INTO THE COLLECTORS' 


CORNER, THIS 1S------------- : 
t f a 
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